CHAPTER    XIII
Unscathed and Unbowed
AFTER FOURTEEN LONG YEARS OF ACTIVE MILITARY LIFE
almost uninterrupted Franco returned to the Peninsula.
He returned unscathed and unbowed.
He had participated in the operations of Beni-Ar6s, the
reconquest of Melilla, the retreat from Xauen, and the land-
ing at Alhucemas, always in the vanguard as leader of forces
in battle. The records of the war are full of references to
the bravery of Franco. Bullets seemed to revere him as they
did the prophets of Moorish legend who had miraculous
powers and turned bullets into rose petals. Through the
course of the African campaigns the path was covered with
graves, and many commanders and officers had fallen.
Millan Astray was wounded while speaking with Franco.
Franco had seen two of his aides-de-camp and his standard-
bearer fall dead at his feet. Gonzalez Tabals, Valenzuela,
Fontanes, Serrano Orive, Temprano, Arredondo, and many
others had died. Of the officers of the First Banner, which
Franco commanded, not ten per cent, survived. He had bul-
let-riddled caps and cloaks, various horses he was riding had
been wounded, and at Alhucemas the explosion of a shell
buried him. But all these warnings neither terrified him nor
separated him from the danger zone to which he was again
to return with his unshakable calmness.
The only time that Millan Astray admonished him was
for the fearlessness with which he defied gunfire in the ad-
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